
Meeting the Demand for School 

Places 2018-2027
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Local Plan Scenario Test Methodology

� LPA compiles a list of all the sites that will be built between date

of test and end of the Local Plan Period.

� The sites are matched against school priority admissions areas

(catchments).

� The estimated number of extra pupils (pupil product) from

housing in each area is calculated using the formula set out in

the Developers’ Guide.

� The pupil product is added to the latest forecast demand (without

housing) to identify potential deficits.
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Objective Sufficient sustainable high quality school places

Options
Expand 

Existing 

School

Build New 

School

Considerations
Distance to housing

Performance

Sufficient land

Current size

Viability

Critical mass

Impact on other schools

Redistribute 

Pupils

Surplus in area

Transport implications

Parental preference

Finding Solutions



November 2017 Scenario Test - Primary

15

Primary Group
Total 

Dwellings

Primary Pupils 

From Housing

Surplus Places 

Before Housing

Surplus After 

Housing (FE)

Braintree (Finchingfield / Bardfield / Wethersfield) 6 2 38 0.2 

West Garden Community 922 277 -1.3 

Uttlesford Group 01 (Sampfords / Thaxted / Wimbish) 198 59 67 0.0 

Uttlesford Group 02 (Saffron Walden) 972 287 -39 -1.6 

Uttlesford Group 03 (Stansted) 822 244 130 -0.5 

Uttlesford Group 04 (Dunmow) 3148 936 4 -4.4 

Easton Park Garden Community 1710 513 -2.4 

Uttlesford Group 05 (Hatfield / Roding / Sheering) 101 30 36 0.0 

Uttlesford Group 06 (Clavering / Newport / Rickling) 266 77 -7 -0.4 

Uttlesford Group 07 (Felsted) 177 50 30 -0.1 

Uttlesford Group 08 (Takeley) 52 15 2 -0.1 

Uttlesford No Group  (Ashdon) 14 4 26 0.1 

Uttlesford No Group (Chrishall) 11 3 -5 -0.0 

Uttlesford No Group (Great Chesterford) 96 28 22 -0.0 

Uttlesford North Garden Community 1805 542 -2.6 



Key Findings - Primary

The Garden Communities: Each will require a new primary school during the plan

period, with further schools to follow.

Saffron Walden: A new Free School at Radwinter Road will provide sufficient capacity,

provided additional land from Shire Hill secured.

Stansted Area: Expansion of Elsenham Primary will meet need utilising land from Hall

Road allocation. Magna Carta Primary Academy can also expand.

Dunmow: New schools at Smith’s Farm and Woodside way will meet need if sized

appropriately.

Newport: Need to expand school on a tight site.

Other Areas: Minor expansions and RL replacement may be necessary at village

schools where deficits noted and demand is from within catchment. Adoption of ECC’s

recommended ‘Infrastructure delivery & impact mitigation’ policy and inclusion in all

s106 agreements would assist.



November 2017 Scenario Test - Secondary

Total 

Dwellings
Secondary School

Secondary Pupils 

From Housing

Surplus Places 

Before Housing

Surplus After 

Housing (FE)

3528 Helena Romanes 697 195 -3.3 

1710
Easton Park Garden 

Community
342 -2.3 

922
West of Braintree Garden 

Community
184 -1.2 

887 Forest Hall 176 116 -0.4 

321 Joyce Frankland Academy 62 26 -0.2 

1127
Saffron Walden County 

High
222 -96 -2.1 

1805
Uttlesford North Garden 

Community
361 -2.4 



Key Findings - Secondary

Helena Romanes can expand sufficiently on its current site to meet Dunmow’s growth albeit, with site 

constraints, this could be expensive.  Relocation an option if enabling development can fully funds.  

Academy still undertaking feasibility.  

Easton Park: Will not reach critical mass for a new school during the Plan period unless build rates

increased or growth from Dunmow directed to the new school. Helena Romanes cannot

accommodate the Garden Community on top of Dunmow’s growth.

West of Braintree: Combined with Braintree’s allocation, a new secondary should be established

during the plan period with two further schools thereafter. The three existing schools in Braintree

provide options during the initial phase of this Garden Community.

Saffron Walden County High is already one of the largest schools in Essex but has land to expand

further. Joyce Frankland could also play a role in meeting demand across this area.

North Garden Suburb: Insufficient demand during the Plan period to establish a new school but

cannot be accommodated at SWCH in addition to Saffron Walden’s growth.

Forest Hall and Joyce Frankland can expand to meet the increased demand from within their areas.

The allocation of additional education land at Foresthall is welcomed.



Questions


